MOMMY’S TIME OUT
Lakewood Ranch Mom’s Group, Inc.
The official newsletter of the Lakewood Ranch Moms Group, written by,
for, and about moms living in the Lakewood Ranch community.

November 2014

Looking to be part of a fantastic group of
Moms in Lakewood Ranch? Visit our
website at www.lwrmomsgroup.com and
start making friends and having fun!
R
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President: Victoria C.
lwrmgpresident@yahoo.com
Administrative VP: Jill. B.
lwrmgvp@yahoo.com
Membership VP: Jenn. O.
lwrmgmembership@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jennifer K.
lwrmgtreasurer@yahoo.com

When: November 19th
Time: 6:30pm
Where: The Ranch Grill, LWR

Kids Outings: Rebecca M. & Colleen H.
lwrmgkidsoutings@yahoo.com
Moms Night Out: Karen M.
lwrmgmomsnightout@yahoo.com
Welcome Coordinator: Deborah H.
lwrmgwelcomecoordinator@yahoo.com
Public Relations/First Friday: Candice C. & Sarah Z.
lwrmgpublicrelations@yahoo.com
Playgroup Coordinator: Julie H. & Ishani K.
lwrmgplaygroups@yahoo.com
Sunshine Meals: Katie B.
lwrmgsunshinemeals@yahoo.com
Community Service: Julie R.
lwrmgcommunityservice@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor: Kristen R.
lwrmgnewsletter@yahoo.com
School Ambassador: Open Position
Lwrmgschoolambassador@yahoo.com

A Message from Our President
I always go on and on
about how our group’s
point is to help develop
friendships, but I don’t
think I’ve shared my own
story with how I came to
join the group and what
my initial experience was
like. Trust me, I’ve had
your frustrations.
I joined in April, just after my second daughter was born and a month after we
moved to the area. As soon as I joined, I read about the sunshine meals and cursed myself for not joining sooner. How
awesome it would’ve been to have had someone come and
drop off meals when I was left with my two under twos while
my husband took a long business trip to Asia! After reading
that, I immediately made the request to join a playgroup. I
didn’t want to miss out on anything else!! I didn’t hear back. I
hadn’t met anyone. The calendar back then wasn’t anything
like it is now. The only things on it were a Kids Outing that
was out of our age range and a Moms Night Out that I couldn’t do because I was breastfeeding a newborn. So here I was,
a member of a moms group, and I was still as lonely as I was
before I joined.
What next? I took it upon myself to go through our Yahoo
Group page and look at all of the members’ profiles. Yep, I
went into stalker mode. I searched for someone who was a
new member and who had posted their birth date because, for
whatever reason, it was important to me that I meet someone
my age. I sent an email. She wrote back. It turned out she had
two kids the same age as mine and she had just had a baby
too. We wrote back and forth until Kristen Raniere and I actually met in July at the Luau. I made a friend! Eventually,
through the pestering from the both of us, the playgroup coordinator put us together in a playgroup and found us a couple
other members to round out our playgroup.
Here is my point: if you want something, go and get it. I
joined the group to meet people and if they weren’t going to
“come to me”, I was going to find a way to meet some folks!
Take advantage of the resources we have. Here are some of
the things you can do to get out there and meet the moms!
Playdates: Julie posts TONS of playdates. Take advantage of her brilliance at coming up with all of the
fantastic things for us to do and go! And heck, even
if you don’t meet another member or get too shy to
start a conversation, at least you got out of your
house!
Kids Outings, Fun to Be Fit and Preschool Picasso:
You’re guaranteed to meet many other members at
these since we are usually the only moms there.
Kid’s Outings are often functions Colleen and Rebecca have created just for our group and Preschool
Picasso is just a fun day to make a couple of creative
art projects with your kids! We have a Fun to Be Fit
class once a month just for our group. Come early to
enjoy some coffee, donuts and enjoy meeting the
other moms.

Moms Night Out: Everyone needs a break. Take it and
enjoy a couple of hours with just us moms and get
some real conversation going. Karen comes up with
some very creative outings so there should be something for everyone. If this month’s event isn’t your
cup of tea, just wait to see what she puts together for
the upcoming month!
Monthly Meetings: These have turned into gab fests and
that’s totally fine by me! I don’t have much news to
report these days as I think we’ve got just about everything under control. Come out, listen to the
speaker and nearly every month there is either dinner
or drinks. We do intros when we have new members
present, so it is a great chance to even put some faces
with names.
Facebook Page: you can go all “stalk-y” like I did and
hunt out the moms that have kids the same ages as
yours. We even made that part easier with the playgroup pages that have all of the moms with kids the
same ages as yours in them. Ask moms in those
playgroup pages to meet up somewhere or even invite them over. That’s the entire point of the pages!
Seasonal Parties: Ok, this one is tough to actually meet
other moms at. I will admit this one. Most parents
are focused on socializing with the people they know
and it ends up being just you and your family enjoying something with a bunch of people you don’t
know. But, you can still enjoy the crafts and such
and make small talk with the family next to you. Be
outgoing. Be brave!
WineStyles Mixers: They come around every few months
and these are a great way to meet other members.
We incorporate ice breakers and, well, booze to help
loosen you up so you can get comfortable meeting
new people. Oh, and there are raffles, so you might
even leave with a gift!
Dad’s Day Out: Is your husband more outgoing than
you? Send him off for an afternoon with other dads.
Let him figure out which dudes are awesome and
then go from there!
Meeting new people is hard. I get that. I’ve moved around
countless times as a child and was always in a new school and
had to do the new kid dance where you have to be uncomfortable. It sucks, but you have to trust that opening your mouth
to say hello and asking a couple of questions is going to be
worth it. It will be. I promise. And if you are shy, but you are
planning on attending something, reach out to me. I’ll do the
“have you met xxxxx” and introduce you. Our moms are
amazingly friendly. Almost all of us have been where you
are.
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, yes, I am thankful for this
group. I don’t know that I would’ve met so many
amazing moms and made so many wonderful friends
without it.
Warm Hugs,
Victoria Cobb

Playdates and
Fun…
Activities for
Everyone.

Fun to be Fit
10am
Mom’s Group
Exclusive

Engaging
Cooperation
Workshop
10am

Monthly
Meeting
6:30pm @
The Ranch
Grill

Flavor Run
9am

The Halloween Bash was a huge success! We had 40+
families in attendance on a beautiful day at the Greenbrook
Adventure Park. Kids were able to have their faces
painted, have a cool creation made by a balloon twister,
color and decorate their own super hero masks, play dress
up and decorate cookies!
All of the fun was made possible by our vendors Akiko,
Childlike Productions, Fiona’s Children’s Wear and Cookie
Cottage. A very special thank you to Fiona’s and Cookie
Cottage for sponsoring this event!
Most importantly, a huge thank you to our members for
their generosity. We will be making a significant donation
to FELT in the way of backpacks and food items. I was
overwhelmed by how much you all donated – thank you!
It was so great to have so many families together and to see
so many new members! Our next
big event will be our Christmas
party on Sunday, December 7th.
Looking forward to seeing you all
there!
Jill

Hunsader
Farms
Kids Outing

*If you are making your own Thanksgiving meal: money and time-saving tips
-most grocery stores will offer sales on turkeys during a week in November, so be sure to check ads.
-try making a smaller turkey and more sides
-avoid buying pre-cut items like vegetables or prepared sides as these tend to cost more money.
-get family members involved in preparing some items, like cutting vegetables.
-prepare some dishes in advance if you can.
-try a potluck dinner or ask some guests to help by bringing a side dish.
*If you are looking to dine out, many area restaurants will offer an adult and child menu. At some, children
under 4 eat for free. Make your reservations early if you plan to go this route. Some that have served Thanksgiving meals/buffets in the past include:
-Polo Grill
-Ed's Tavern (also had to-go meals)
-Mattison's (Mattison's 41 offered to-go meals/items)
-Columbia
-Libby's
-Michael's on East
*Options for serving a full meal at home without all of the work:
-Fresh Market
-Publix
-Honey Baked Ham
-Alpine Steakhouse
-Veg, A Vegetarian and Seafood Eatery (for vegetarian/vegan menus)

We are looking for a new school ambassador!

Collect and publish the school happenings section of our newsletter (this has been super
streamlined for you. It shouldn't take you more than an hour a month)

Help connect moms with other members who attend the schools they are interested in (we have
a list for you to use...easy peasy!)

If you are up to it, write one school profile a quarter. See example of one in this issue.
This is a great way to learn more about the local schools, meet other members and make new
friends. If you are interested in the position, please email me atinfo@lwrmomsgroup.com and let
me know! Thank you!

Sunday With Santa
Sunday

4pm - 7pm

December
7th

Location: Lakewood Ranch Golf and Country Club
Come and enjoy cookie decorating by Cookie Cottage,
Photos with Santa by Johnson Photo Imaging,
Hair and Makeup touch ups by Lil Divas & Dudes,
Reindeer Games provided by:
John A Freeman, Vice President of Raymond James on LWR Main Street,
hot and cold hor d'oeuvres, and a cash bar.
Cost:

Adults: $9.00

Children (ages 3-15): $4.00

Children 2 and under: free

Payment is accepted in the form of checks, or
via PayPal through the member’s section of the website, or on our Facebook page.
Attire: Jeans are not allowed on adults or children in the Clubhouse
RSVP by submitting the form below and payment by:
Saturday, November 22, 2014
Gifts need to be received by December 5th and can
be dropped off at 6411 Indigo Bunting Place or
15332 Skip Jack Loop
($15 maximum on gifts, please)
Please mark each gift clearly with your
child's first and last names so Santa knows who to give the gift to.
Please make checks payable to Lakewood Ranch Mom’s Group

Member Name: ______________________________
Number of Adults: ___________________________
Number of Children: _________________________

Drop off locations:
6411 Indigo Bunting Place
or

15332 Skip Jack Loop
Please mark each gift clearly with your child’s
first and last names so Santa knows who to give
the gift to.
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night out
Gift Exchange!

When: Thursday, Decenber 4th
Time: 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Where: Brio Tuscan Grille, UTC
Please view our Facebook page for more details.

A warm welcome to our newest
members!
Chrystie Ramsey
Joanna Nicolaides
Nancy Lavick
Kristen Abrams
Lisa O'Driscoll
Tracy Semeiks
Laurel Johnson
Please be sure to visit our website and
Facebook Page for lots of fun events!
If you are interested in joining the Lakewood
Ranch Mom’s group, visit our website at:
lwrmomsgroup.com and complete the
Become a Member form.
New members are always welcome!

Wine Styles 2! Member Meet and Greet!

Tuesday
November
11th
6:30pm

$16
Food &
Wine
Included

Visit our Facebook Page for more information.

When I think of Lakewood Ranch, I think of a tight knit community. Everyone seems to know everyone, and we look out for
each other. Neighbors will offer to help pick up your kids from school when you are in need. Families at the playground gladly
help your child across some equipment while you chase your toddler who has just started sprinting towards the parking lot.
Lakewood Ranch Baptist’s Little Ranchers Preschool, is an extension of that. In many ways, they provide a solution to the
needs many families have.
It starts with the age range of children they support. Many local preschools’ youngest students are two years old. Children as
young as 18 months can start preschool here. This is a great help for families who don’t need to send their child to a full service daycare, but do still need or want a smaller dose of school for their little one. Little Ranchers has a Tuesday/Thursday program that can accommodate up to six children in a classroom together. The kids will learn socialization skills, explore using
lots of sensory play and enjoy several learning environments including an indoor playground that has equipment that is age
appropriate – small slides, carpeted surfaces under foot, tunnels, activity tables that will help build their gross motor skills. By
keeping the class size small, your child will be able to have lots of one on one time with the teachers. They’ll get to know your
children really well and be able to build the curriculum around your child and his or her classmates’ needs. They don’t use a
canned curriculum, so as the children’s ages change, they can grow with them and try new activities that match their students’
personal skills.
So, what does a day look like at Little Ranchers? The classrooms are divided by age: 18-24m, 2 year olds, 3 year olds and 4
year olds. All students start their day at 9:00AM and most end at 12:00PM. All classes include lunch time. The four year olds
stay until 1:00PM and younger students can “stretch” their day until 1:00PM as an option. Each classroom has a schedule so
that the children have expectations on what they will do and when they will do it. For example, the morning always starts with
an activity that the kids do as they walk in the door. It’s usually an activity they can do sitting at the table. It may be coloring,
lacing, puzzles, playdough, or any other activity that draws them into the classroom and gets their creative juices flowing. This
activity is followed by circle time where they review their calendar, weather, jobs for the day, etc. After this, they tend to
switch to a new activity every twenty minutes or so hitting on all the major learning needs of preschoolers –early literacy
skills, social, emotional, motor and cognitive development. Each day also has a section for “specials” where different teachers
teach them something new. Chapel, Science, PE, and Spanish are some of the current specials. Teachers also incorporate art
and music into their days.
Little Ranchers understands that every class and every student is different. It isn’t fair to the students to do the same activities
year after year, starting and ending at the same points. Connie, the director, encourages teachers to really get to know their students and adjust units and activities to match the students’ likes and skill levels. Perhaps all of the two year olds already know
their colors. Therefore, they will not spend each week focusing on a different color. They will move ahead and explore a different theme for the week, and simply continue to practice their color identification while working on other activities. For example, maybe during a lesson about apples, the teacher will bring in a large bin of yellow, red and green apples and the students will practice sorting them by color.
If you are the parent of a child who knows more than their peers, you might find yourself becoming frustrated with finding a
school that will allow your child the opportunities to continue to grow. The teachers here will happily look at that child’s skills
and see if they would be a better fit for an older classroom if their age happens to be close to the cut-off date for school. Your
child doesn’t have to stay with the three year olds and review skills he or she has already mastered. Little Ranchers is ok with
moving them forward so they can continue to grow. This can become particularly helpful for children who would not be permitted in a VPK classroom because they are not 4 by September 1st. Little Ranchers is a Kindergarten Readiness school, not a
VPK provider so they do not have to follow the specific guidelines that a VPK provider must.
So what does it mean that they are not a VPK provider? Is this a bad thing? Not at all! It just means that Little Ranchers is not
reimbursed by the government for a three hour a day program that follows curriculum standards. This allows Little Ranchers
have the flexibility to adjust the curriculum to fit the students’ needs. It also means that you are given an additional year to not
have to worry about attendance! With VPK, a child can only miss a certain amount of school. As a Kindergarten Readiness
class, it is ok that you take some additional long weekends here and there; you will not be penalized. The 4 year old class is
still five days a week, but they actually extend it to be four hours. Their day goes from 9-1PM, which can be another advantage
compared to a true VPK program.
If you are looking for a preschool for your child, tour Little Ranchers and see what they have to offer. Their program and
school strives to become an extension of your family. Many of the teachers have been teaching there for years, so each of your
children can have the same teachers as they grow up with the school. They provide opportunities for you to meet other parents
in the classroom by encouraging field trips where parents attend. Lunch time can become a fun event for the kids at the end of
the week when they can participate in the weekly “pizza parties” that give the parents a chance to take a break from packing a
lunch once a week! But most importantly, the school keeps the class sizes small which allows you to really get to know the
teacher and the other families in the classroom.

Braden River Elementary
November 6th: Spirit Night at Menchie’s
November 17th: Spirit Night at Texas Roadhouse
November 20th: Q2 Progress Reports
November 20th: SAC/PTO meeting starting at 6:00PM

Rowlett Academy of Arts and Communication
November 4th: RFA/SAC meeting starting at 6:00PM
November 6th: Picture Retakes
November 7th: Veteran’s Day Recognition
November 20th: Curriculum Night starting at 6:30PM

Gullett Elementary
November 3rd: Spirit Night at Chick-Fil-A (Creekwood location) from 5:00PM-8:00PM
November 14th: School Movie Night starting at 5:30PM
November 18th: SAC meeting starting at 5:00PM
November 18th: PTO meeting starting at 6:00PM
Otis Spunkmeyer Fundraiser will begin this month

Imagine School of Lakewood Ranch
November 4th: SAC meeting starting at 6:30PM
November 5th: Governance Board Meeting at 8:00AM
November 14th: 2nd Pep Rally and Character Awards starting
at 2:00PM
November 21st: Progress Reports go home
*Interested in earning some extra cash? Consider registering
as a substitute teacher!

McNeal Elementary
November 20th: PTO meeting from 2:00PM-2:50PM
November 20th: SAC meeting from 5:45PM-6:30PM
Wakeland Elementary
November 1-4th: Online Book Fair
November 7th: Parent Volunteer morning from 8:30AM 10:30AM
November 7th: World Party
November 20th Progress Reports
November 20th: Student of the Month at Pirate City
Willis Elementary
November 5th: Runner’s Club from 7:30AM-8:00AM
November 6th: 5th Grade Meeting at 9:00AM
November 6th: Jumpin Fun Sports (4th&5th Grade) $9.00 from
4:30PM-5:30PM
November 7th: PTO Meeting from 2:00PM-2:50PM
November 12th: Dress Down Day
November 12th: Runner’s Club from 7:30AM-8:00AM
November 17th: SAC Meeting starts at 6:00PM
November 19th: Runner’s Club from 7:30AM-8:00AM
Witt Elementary
November 6th: PTO and SAC meetings starting at 6:00PM
November 14th: Staff Appreciation Luncheon in staff lounge
November 14th: Spirit Night at Ellenton Ice

Braden River Middle School
November 20th: SAC meeting starts at 6:00PM
Nolan Middle School
November 4th: FCA meeting starts at 8:15AM
November 6th: PTO Holiday Bazaar from 3:00PM-7:00PM
November 10th: 8th grade Theater Field Trip
November 18th: FCA meeting starts at 8:15AM

Center Montessori
November 3rd-14th: Mayor’s Feed the Hungry food drive
November 8th: Art Festival and Showcase
November 11th: No School – Veteran’s Day
November 21st: Grandparents and Special Friends Day
Classical Academy of Sarasota
November 4th: TCA2 Meeting starting at 8:30AM
November 11th: Veterans Day Celebration from 8:30AM9:45AM
Afterschool Clubs are open to the public: Chess, Latin, Volleyball, Soccer, Math, Basketball, & Golf for students ages K12
Afterschool Art Classes also opened to the public for students
Pre-K-12
Out Of Doors Academy Lower School
November 4th: Yearbook Photo Re-Take
November 6th: Sarasota Opera Performance for 4/5th Grades
Immersion Classes from 11:30AM-12:15PM
November 7th: Veteran’s Day Assembly
November 8th: Thunder Run Day from 11:00AM – 3:00PM
November 10th: Caring Kids Club from 3:30PM-4:30PM
November 25th: Thanksgiving Assembly and Turkey bowl
Out of Doors Academy Middle and High School
November 4th: Sophomore College Information Night from
7:00PM-8:30PM
November 5th: MS and HS photo Retakes
November 8th: SAT exam from 7:00AM-12:00PM
November 9th: Bowls of Hope Charity Fundraiser from
11:00AM-2:00PM
November 12th - 15th : HS Fall Theater Production starting at
7:00PM
November 15th: SSAT exam from 8:00AM-12:00PM
November 18th: HS Blood Drive
November 20th-21st: Senior Retreat
November 20th: 6th Grade Strings Showcase

Tabernacle School
November 5th: Picture Retakes
November 6th-7th: Teachers FLOCS Conference – No School
November 14th: Special Veteran’s Day Chapel/Midterm
November 21st: Heritage Day Feast – Noon Dismissal

Parent/Teacher Conferences for Private Pre-K and
Private Kindergarten
Field Trip for Private Kindergarten to Publix to spend money
earned conducting chores and other good deeds at home on
canned foods for those who are less fortunate
Thanksgiving Feast
Primrose Parent Appreciation Day

Goddard
November 3-21st : Infant and Preschool Parent-Teacher conferences scheduled.
Sprouts
November 3-21st: “Stuff the Bus” Food Drive
November 3rd: Staff Meeting, no lunch extension
th
th
November 27 &28 : closed for Thanksgiving
November 5th: Parent Volunteer morning
November 17th: Mittens Program starts
November 21st: No lunch extension
Kids R Kids
th
Pajama Day and Fire Truck Day will be scheduled this month
November 6 : Parent Appreciation Breakfast
November 10-14th: Parent Conference week for Pre-K classes as well with details closer to the date
November 14th: FALL Literacy Bag Return
November 21st: Progress Reports go home to Pre-K classes
Woodlands
Every Tuesday morning: Playgroup from 9:00AM-12:00PM –
activities for infants to 4yos
Mini Mustangs at Lakewood Ranch High School
st
Thanksgiving Feast will be held with details to follow closer to October 31 : Fall Festival open to the public from 6:30PM9:00PM; learn more at www.gowoodland.com
the date
Primrose School
Caring and Giving Food Drive to support Manatee Food Bank
all month

*If a school you are interested in is not shown, but you think it
should be included in our school happenings section, please
email the School Ambassador so she can include it next month:
lwrmgschoolambassador@yahoo.com

Lakewood Ranch Moms Group, Inc. - Advertise with Us!
Hello, and thank you for your interest in advertising with the Lakewood Ranch Moms Group, Inc. We currently have two
options for advertising with our club. You can advertise by placing an ad in our Newsletter, or you can advertise by sponsoring an Event which includes an advertisement within our Newsletter.
Newsletter Advertising:
Our monthly newsletter is mailed and/or emailed to over 100 Moms Group members each month. We also provide complimentary copies to many businesses around Lakewood Ranch. In addition, a copy of the newsletter is provided to all
new residents moving into Lakewood Ranch. We also post our newsletter on our LWR Mom’s Group website,
www.lwrmomsgroup.com. Below, you will find a list of available ad sizes, along with the price and dimension of each
full color ad:

Business card ad - $30.00/month 3.5” x 2.5”

Quarter page ad - $50.00/month 3.75” x 4.875”

Half page ad - $75.00/month 7.75” x 4.875”

Full page ad - $100.00/month 7.75” x 9.75”

(There is a 10% discount if you choose to pay for one year of advertising.)
Event Sponsorship:
The following Moms Group events are available for sponsorship: the Spring Fling, Summer Luau, Halloween Extravaganza, or Sunday with Santa. There are different levels of sponsorship available, and the details of each level are listed
below. They are:
Platinum Sponsorship ($600)

Full page advertisement for 6 months in the monthly Lakewood Ranch Moms Group, Inc. newsletter (ad will print for
6 months after the event date). [$600.00 value]*

Opportunity to write one article for the newsletter

Exposure at the event (table or banner, opportunity to raffle a door prize, crate an activity with your product for the
children to do, etc.)

Exposure at Meet & Greet or monthly meeting and/or mom’s night out or kid’s outing**
Gold Sponsorship ($350)

Half page advertisement for 4 months in the monthly Lakewood Ranch Moms Group, Inc. newsletter (ad will print for
4 months after the event date). [$300.00 value]*

Opportunity to write one article for the newsletter

Exposure at the event (table or banner, opportunity to raffle a door prize, crate an activity with your product for the
children to do, etc.)
Silver Sponsorship ($150 minimum)

Quarter page advertisement for 4 months in the monthly Lakewood Ranch Moms Group, Inc. newsletter (ad will print
for 4 months after the event date). [$200.00 value]*

Opportunity to write one article for the newsletter
Bronze Sponsorship ($75 minimum)

Business Card advertisement for 3 months in the monthly Lakewood Ranch Moms Group, Inc. newsletter (ad will
print for 3 months after the event date). [$90.00 value]*

Recognition as a Bronze Sponsor on all promotional pieces and registration materials for the event (both on website
and our monthly newsletter).
All sponsorships include recognition as a sponsor on all promotional items including, but not limited to, the event’s flyer
and posts on our public and private Facebook pages.
*Packages can be adjusted to provide additional advertising and/or sizing upgrades.
**Platinum sponsorship includes opportunity to be a guest speaker at a member meet and greet or monthly meeting. Another option could be to provide a coupon or door prize to use at one of these events. In addition that opportunity or, in lieu
of, your establishment could be utilized for a mom’s night out or a kid’s outing. For example, we can schedule a dinner for
the moms at your restaurant or a special class for children at your gym.
To get the most out of your sponsorship, we recommend you begin discussing the details with our president at least two
months prior to the event so your logo/name can be included on all of the advertisements when we begin getting the word
out for the event.
We look forward to working with you! If you have any questions, or need any further information,
please feel free to contact us:
Victoria Cobb, President: lwrmgpresident@yahoo.com
Kristen Raniere, Newsletter Editor: lwrmgnewsletter@yahoo.com

